Level Descriptors
 Mathematics

Number

Level 1
Pupils count, order, add and subtract numbers when solving problems involving up to 10
objects. They read and write the numbers involved.
Level 2
Pupils count sets of objects reliably, and use mental recall of addition and subtraction facts to
10. They begin to understand the place value of each digit in a number and use this to order
numbers up to 100. They choose the appropriate operation when solving addition and
subtraction problems. They use the knowledge that subtraction is the inverse of addition.
They use mental calculation strategies to solve number problems involving money and
measures. They recognise sequences of numbers, including odd and even numbers.
Level 3
Pupils show understanding of place value in numbers up to 1000 and use this to make
approximations. They begin to use decimal notation and to recognise negative numbers, in
contexts such as money and temperature. Pupils use mental recall of addition and subtraction
facts to 20 in solving problems involving larger numbers. They add and subtract numbers with
two digits mentally and numbers with three digits using written methods. They use mental
recall of the 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 multiplication tables and derive the associated division facts.
They solve whole-number problems involving multiplication or division, including those that
give rise to remainders. They use simple fractions that are several parts of a whole and
recognise when two simple fractions are equivalent.
Level 4
Pupils use their understanding of place value to multiply and divide whole numbers by 10 or
100. In solving number problems, pupils use a range of mental methods of computation with
the four operations, including mental recall of multiplication facts up to 10 x 10 and quick
derivation of corresponding division facts. They use efficient written methods of addition and
subtraction and of short multiplication and division. They add and subtract decimals to two
places and order decimals to three places. In solving problems with or without a calculator,
pupils check the reasonableness of their results by reference to their knowledge of the
context or to the size of the numbers. They recognise approximate proportions of a whole and
use simple fractions and percentages to describe these. Pupils recognise and describe
number patterns, and relationships including multiple, factor and square. They begin to use

simple formulae expressed in words. Pupils use and interpret coordinates in the first
quadrant.
Level 5
Pupils use their understanding of place value to multiply and divide whole numbers and
decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. They order, add and subtract negative numbers in context.
They use all four operations with decimals to two places. They reduce a fraction to its
simplest form by cancelling common factors and solve simple problems involving ratio and
direct proportion. They calculate fractional or percentage parts of quantities and
measurements, using a calculator where appropriate. Pupils understand and use an
appropriate non-calculator method for solving problems that involve multiplying and dividing
any three-digit number by any two-digit number. They check their solutions by applying
inverse operations or estimating using approximations. They construct, express in symbolic
form, and use simple formulae involving one or two operations. They use brackets
appropriately. Pupils use and interpret coordinates in all four quadrants.

 English

Reading

Level 1
Pupils recognise familiar words in simple texts. They use their knowledge of letters and
sound-symbol relationships in order to read words and to establish meaning when reading
aloud. In these activities they sometimes require support. They express their response to
poems, stories and nonfiction by identifying aspects they like.
Level 2
Pupils' reading of simple texts shows understanding and is generally accurate. They express
opinions about major events or ideas in stories, poems and nonfiction. They use more than
one strategy, such as phonic, graphic, syntactic and contextual, in reading unfamiliar words
and establishing meaning.
Level 3
Pupils read a range of texts fluently and accurately. They read independently, using strategies
appropriately to establish meaning. In responding to fiction and nonfiction they show
understanding of the main points and express preferences. They use their knowledge of the
alphabet to locate books and find information.

Level 4
In responding to a range of texts, pupils show understanding of significant ideas, themes,
events and characters, beginning to use inference and deduction. They refer to the text when
explaining their views. They locate and use ideas and information.
Level 5
Pupils show understanding of a range of texts, selecting essential points and using inference
and deduction where appropriate. In their responses, they identify key features, themes and
characters and select sentences, phrases and relevant information to support their views.
They retrieve and collate information from a range of sources.

 English

Writing

Level 1
Pupils' writing communicates meaning through simple words and phrases. In their reading or
their writing, pupils begin to show awareness of how full stops are used. Letters are usually
clearly shaped and correctly orientated.
Level 2
Pupils' writing communicates meaning in both narrative and non-narrative forms, using
appropriate and interesting vocabulary, and showing some awareness of the reader. Ideas
are developed in a sequence of sentences, sometimes demarcated by capital letters and full
stops. Simple, monosyllabic words are usually spelt correctly, and where there are
inaccuracies the alternative is phonetically plausible. In handwriting, letters are accurately
formed and consistent in size.
Level 3
Pupils' writing is often organised, imaginative and clear. The main features of different forms
of writing are used appropriately, beginning to be adapted to different readers. Sequences of
sentences extend ideas logically and words are chosen for variety and interest. The basic
grammatical structure of sentences is usually correct. Spelling is usually accurate, including
that of common, polysyllabic words. Punctuation to mark sentences - full stops, capital letters
and question marks - is used accurately. Handwriting is joined and legible.

Level 4
Pupils' writing in a range of forms is lively and thoughtful. Ideas are often sustained and
developed in interesting ways and organised appropriately for the purpose of the reader.
Vocabulary choices are often adventurous and words are used for effect. Pupils are beginning
to use grammatically complex sentences, extending meaning. Spelling, including that of
polysyllabic words that conform to regular patterns, is generally accurate. Full stops, capital
letters and question marks are used correctly, and pupils are beginning to use punctuation
within the sentence. Handwriting style is fluent, joined and legible.
Level 5
Pupils' writing is varied and interesting, conveying meaning clearly in a range of forms for
different readers, using a more formal style where appropriate. Vocabulary choices are
imaginative and words are used precisely. Simple and complex sentences are organised into
paragraphs. Words with complex regular patterns are usually spelt correctly. A range of
punctuation, including commas, apostrophes and inverted commas, is usually used
accurately. Handwriting is joined, clear and fluent and, where appropriate, is adapted to a
range of tasks.

The majority of pupils are expected to work at:
levels 1-3 in key stage 1 and attain level 2 at the
end of the key stage
levels 2-5 in key stage 2 and attain level 4 at the
end of the key stage

